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Charlotte Chi Omega Alumnae Association

Minutes: Aug. 29, 2009

I. Welcome and introductions

a. Samantha Starling, president

b. Wendy Van Essendelft, vice president

c. Melissa Williams, NEW secretary (attending a funeral)

d. Amanda Franzblau, treasurer (did not attend)

e. Jenn Taylor, hospitality chair (working)

f. Jaimee DeFrancesco, philanthropy chair (sick)

g. Marty Nass, ARIC chair

h. Jessica Alford, web design chair

i. Ronda Brooks, APH chair (family)

j. Sarah Safran-new to the board, new member chair

k. Manisa Capling-new to the board, membership chair

l. Caroline Schuster-new to the board, ritual and active relations chair

m. Special guests: Ray and Barb Van Essendelft, parents of Wendy, who were so nice to buy everyone breakfast! Hoots! Thanks!

II. Events/Socials

a. Owl Prowl review-Attendance was great! People brought lots of family and some were attending an event for the first time. 

b. Jazz at Lake Norman-Event suggested by member Sue Longo for a free get-together Aug. 29. A group of alumnae from the Pi Kappa Chapter at Appalachian will be having its annual reunion in the area and have been invited to attend as well.

c. New Member/First-Timer Drop-in-Sept. 23, Ooh La La’s, 6 p.m. $10 each

d. Date/location needed for fall cookout-Date tentatively set for Sunday, Oct. 25 at 3 p.m. Members eat free, $5 each for non-members and/or friends and family. Will look into cost of having someone come handle the cooking part-either hamburgers & hotdogs or BBQ. Freedom Park will be the tentative location. We are open to suggestions and invite anyone who is in the catering/bbq business to contact the board about handling the arrangements. Email Samantha at samrstar@windstream.net.

III. Web site update-Jessica

a. Email addresses available through Web site (Jessica@charlottechiomegaalumnae.com) Jessica will begin setting up those email addresses for all board members. A notice will be sent out to all members and alumnae in the address book to update the board’s contact information once that’s done.

b. Member/industry feature-A notice will be sent out asking for profiles from area alumnae in the coming weeks to begin adding these to the Web site. 

c. Adding t-shirt for Cancer walk and donation button-Sister Catrina Wojciechowski (Theta Lambda, Wingate) was so great in designing T-shirts for Strides Against Cancer and the Walk for Wishes events in which we will have a team participating. They look GREAT! As part of the fundraising efforts, both t-shirts will be posted on the Web site with a “Donate” button. Every person donating at least $15 will receive a t-shirt. After the cost for the shirt and postage to mail them, monies left over will be donated to either the American Cancer Society or to Make-A-Wish. 

d. New board members need to send bio info-All agreed to get their info to Jessica this week.

e. Other-The 5th of every month will be designated as “Check the Web site Day.” A notice of the updates will be sent out, possibly and html of the Web page, reminding members and alumnae in our email list to visit the Web site for updated information.

f. Jessica also read an email from Katie Keane, Director of Alumnae at Chi Omega Headquarters, announcing that Samantha Starling has been selected as one of the 16 alumnae from the United States to participate in the Alumnae Chapter Leadership Conference in October. Jessica brought the event to the board’s attention and all agreed Samantha should apply. All but a $50 registration fee will be paid by nationals thanks to the generosity of Stephanie and Bob Olmsted. Samantha will have the privilege of being part of an extensive training process in alumnae chapters and how to make them more successful. 

IV. Budget update-Amanda-Budget report presented by Samantha Starling in Amanda Franzblau’s absence. Dues are due Aug. 31 and the response to the Pay Pal account has been great so far. The membership goal of 100 paid members has reached a 25% mark. Having 100 members would ensure that all the goals could be reached during the coming year. If the membership goal is not reached, some items will have to be omitted. However, interest in the Alumnae Association is high and the board is optimistic more will join in the coming weeks. A reminder will be sent out next week.

V. RIF/rec forms-Marty-Our Alumnae Association successfully completed nearly 200 RIFs for young women getting ready to go through recruitment (rush) as freshmen in college. Marty single-handedly took care of all those forms and deserves a big pat on the back! Great job, Marty! Marty also suggested we budget for postage for RIFs in the future. She has been generously footing that bill. An account has recently -been set up for the Association for postage to be ordered online and delivered directly to a certain address. It will be handled in that way in the future.

VI. Philanthropy-Jaimee-Report given by Samantha Starling in Jaimee Defrancesco’s absence

a. Strides Against Cancer-Sept. 26-The Charlotte Chi Omega Alumnae team has been registered with the American Cancer Society. Jaimee will be contacting those who have already volunteered to participate on the Fraternity’s behalf as well as reach out to others in an effort to have more participation. The event will be held at South Park Mall.

b. Walk for Wishes-Oct. 24-Jaimee will also start work on this event in the coming weeks.

VII. APH-Ronda-report read by Samantha Starling in Ronda Brooks’ absence

a. Light the Night to benefit Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Saturday, Oct. 17-Five volunteers needed to represent Chi Omega Alumnae. As one of the founding members of the Alumnae Panhellenic (the Charlotte Chi Omega Alumnae Association helped found the APH in 1953), the oldest Women’s Greek Organization in the South and the largest in the world, our Association’s participation goes without saying. 

VIII. Update of summer membership drive

a. How many were added? Over 250 emails were added to the address book and 183 members have joined the Facebook group. Although there is some overlap, there are quite a few that are only in one or the other. That takes our network up to over 500. Not too bad! 

b. New members-approximately 80% of the members who have recently paid their dues are new to the Alumnae Association. We want to welcome each of them and thank them for joining.

c. First mass mailing complete-250 postcards were mailed out to area alumnae who couldn’t be reached via email or Facebook. We were lucky and had an overrun of 60 postcards for which we weren’t charged. Those will be mailed Saturday, Aug. 29. The card invited alumnae to the New Member/First-Timer Drop-In Sept. 23 at Ooh La La’s. Following the mailing, the Web site saw over 100 hits in a day’s time. That speaks volumes! 

IX. Other business

a. Next 5 board meetings will be scheduled to prevent overscheduling and conflicts. Only four dates were set at this time. Dates set are as follows: Tues., Sept. 15, 6 p.m.; Wed., Oct. 14, 7 p.m.; Thurs., Nov. 19 6 p.m.; Dec. 10, 7 p.m. Board members are asked to put these dates on their calendars to avoid a conflict. 

b. By-laws need to be written-there are none currently-There are no by-laws on file locally or at headquarters. Each board member will work on items she thinks should be included that will touch on membership, dues, activities, board member and member duties, etc. A preliminary draft will be prepared and sent to all current members for input before preparing a final version for approval by the membership. Only those members who are on the membership roll having paid dues will be able to participate so join ASAP! The board would like to have the by-laws complete before the Sept. 23 event and will have copies available at that time.

c. Lake Norman area group to schedule events in that area-As a subgroup, alumnae in the Lake Norman area are working on some alternate events in their area. There has been a lot of interest already from alumnae following initial contact. Following the free jazz in the park, a restaurant will be scheduled in the next couple of weeks. Anyone with a suggestion on a restaurant in the area or another event can email Samantha at samrstar@windstream.net
d. Business cards-As another marketing tool, we will have business cards printed with the Charlotte Chi Omega Alumnae Association name and Web site listed to pass out, drop at area locations, put up on bulletin boards, etc. 1,000 cards can be printed for under $30.

e. Due to other responsibilities, Holly Buchanan regretfully resigned from her position as secretary. Her years of service are so appreciated and she has promised to remain a member and support the Association in any way she can. Samantha met with new Secretary Melissa Williams prior to the board meeting. She was unable to attend due the sudden death of another Chi Omega’s father. Please keep that family in your prayers. Melissa is a former G.H. at West Georgia University and has held lots of positions as an active. She works throughout the state of North Carolina for Sweetwate Brew, a microbrewery based in Atlanta, but lives in Charlotte. She is ready to take over and has already begun her duties as secretary. Thanks, Melissa!

Next meeting:  Date:
Sept. 15

Time: 6 p.m.



Location: TBA, but will be between uptown and South Charlotte

